Notice of Preparation and Notice of Public Scoping Meeting
Dublin Boulevard-North Canyons Parkway Extension Project

Date:

Thursday, May 18, 2017

To:

Public Agencies and Interested Parties

From:

Obaid Khan, Transportation & Operations Manager, City of Dublin

Subject:

Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report and Notice of Public
Scoping Meeting for the Dublin Boulevard-North Canyons Parkway Extension
Project

The City of Dublin is the Lead Agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for
the project identified herein. The project description, location, and probable environmental
effects of the Dublin Boulevard-North Canyons Parkway Extension Project are described in the
attached materials.
Per CEQA Guidelines Section 15082, the City of Dublin is soliciting comments from public
agencies, organizations, and members of the public regarding the scope and content of the EIR,
and the environmental issues and alternatives to be addressed in the EIR. Public agencies may
need to use the EIR when considering permitting or other approvals that are germane to the
agencies’ responsibilities in connection with the projects.
Public scoping comments must be submitted no later than Monday June 19, 2017. Accordingly,
please provide your written response to either the email or the address shown below by 5:00
p.m., Monday, June 19, 2017. If you wish to be placed on the notification list for this project, or
if you have any questions or need additional information, please contact:
City of Dublin
100 Civic Plaza
Dublin, CA, 94568
Attn: Marissa Clevenger, Office Assistant II
Phone: 925-833-6630; Fax: (925) 829‐9248; email: marissa.clevenger@dublin.ca.gov
Public Scoping Meeting
A public scoping meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 31, 2017, at Dublin City
Hall, Regional Meeting Room, 100 Civic Plaza, Dublin, CA 94568. At this meeting, public agencies,
organizations, and members of the public will be able to review the proposed project and provide
comments on the scope of the environmental review process. A comment station will be
available at the meeting to collect written comments and feedback on the scope of the EIR.
Project Location
The study area is located within the cities of Dublin, Livermore, and unincorporated portions of
Alameda County. While the proposed alignment is conceptual, the general study area is located
north of US Interstate 580 (I-580), between the existing Dublin Boulevard to the west and North
Canyons Parkway to the east (Figure 1), within the Livermore U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5minute quadrangle (Township 3 South, Range 1 East; 37o 42’14.18 N, 121o 50’ 15.55 W; Mt.
Diablo Meridian) in Alameda County.

Existing Conditions
Land Use Activities
The study area is predominantly characterized by undeveloped grazed ranchland in eastern Alameda
County, with several rural residential developments within the vicinity of the study area. The
surrounding lands north of I-580 include residential, industrial, commercial, and agricultural parcels.
The surrounding lands south of I-580 are primarily developed with commercial and industrial land uses.
Land Use Designations
Previous environmental documents, such as the Eastern Dublin EIR (2002) and the Fallon Village
Supplemental EIR (2005), considered and cleared future development within the immediate vicinity of
the study area, within the City of Dublin. The Dublin Boulevard – North Canyons Parkway extension
project was considered in these documents. According to the City of Dublin General Plan (2015), the
land use designations within the general area include general commercial, campus office, and industrial
park, residential, and open space. The portion of the study area within Alameda County is within the
East County Area Plan (ECAP) and is designated as Resource Management land. The portion of the study
area within Alameda County is also considered to be within the City of Dublin’s sphere of influence and
subject to the Dublin Open Space Initiative of 2014. The purpose of the initiative is to maintain natural
resource land use designations and prevent development beyond the urban limit line. However, the
initiative continues to allow provisions for an arterial roadway between Dublin Boulevard and North
Canyons Parkway. The eastern portion of the study area is within the boundaries of the City of
Livermore. According to the City of Livermore General Plan (2014), land uses near the study area are
designated as Business, Commercial Park, and Resource Management. Figure 2 depicts existing land use
designations within the study area.
Project Description
The City of Dublin, in coordination with the City of Livermore and Alameda County, proposes to extend
Dublin Boulevard to North Canyons Parkway. The project is considered in their respective planning
documents, as well as identified in Plan Bay Area and Alameda Countywide Transportation Plan
(Regional Transportation Plan ID# 21473). The project would:
•

•

•
•

Establish a precise alignment for a roadway extension that would connect several Association of
Bay Area Government’s (ABAG) Priority Development Areas (PDA) within Dublin and Livermore
(Figure 3)
Analyze the footprint and recommend the number of travel lanes for the roadway to
accommodate the long-range planning efforts identified in the Dublin, Livermore, and Alameda
County General Plans, and the Plan Bay Area
Improve mobility, multimodal access, connectivity, safety, and efficiency for all users
As a byproduct, relieve vehicular congestion in the region

The project is proposed to complete the roadway connection along the north side of I-580 to facilitate
the needs of the growing jobs and housing associated with ABAG Priority Development Areas (PDA) in
the project vicinity.
Dublin Boulevard is a major arterial facility connecting Dublin’s downtown area to the west and partially
developed sections to the east. Dublin Boulevard provides direct connectivity to Camp Parks Army Base,
regional Iron Horse Trail, and various residential/office/commercial land uses. Within approximately 0.5mile of the Dublin Boulevard corridor, there are approximately 8,000 existing housing units and

approximately 1,000 approved housing units. North Canyons Parkway is a four-lane arterial facility in
Livermore that provides access to commercial, industrial, residential development, and educational
facilities. There are nearly 800 existing and approximately 500 approved multi-family units located
adjacent to North Canyons Parkway. Additionally, two schools are accessed directly from North Canyons
Parkway, including Las Positas Community College and Livermore Valley Charter Kindergarten-8th grade
(K-8).
Potential Environmental Effects
Because the Lead Agency has determined that an EIR will be required, no Initial Study has been
prepared for the proposed project. The EIR will identify significant and potentially significant
environmental effects anticipated to result from development of the project. Other environmental
topics (i.e., agriculture, mineral resources, etc.) will be evaluated at a lesser level of detail.
Each of the following environmental topic areas in the EIR will include a discussion of the existing
conditions for each environmental issue and identify short-term and long-term environmental impacts
associated with the project, and their levels of significance. Mitigation measures will be identified to
reduce any potentially significant or significant impacts. The level of analysis for these subject areas
may be refined or additional subject areas may be analyzed based on responses to this NOP and/or any
refinements to the proposed project that may occur subsequent to the publication of this NOP.
Potential environmental effects and the analysis methodology for each of the following topic areas are
described below:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aesthetics
Air Quality/ Greenhouse Gas/Energy
Biological Resources
Cultural Resources
Geology and Soils
Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Hydrology and Water Quality

•
•
•
•
•
•

Land Use and Planning
Noise and Vibration
Population and Housing
Public Services
Transportation and Traffic
Utilities and Service Systems

Aesthetics
The study area is undeveloped and used predominantly for grazing land, but is located adjacent to
developed areas and is north of I-580. Implementation of the project would construct an approximately
1.5-mile roadway within a relatively undeveloped area potentially resulting in a change to the character
and visual quality of the study area. The aesthetics section of the draft EIR will identify the visual
characteristics of the study area and surrounding area. The section will describe the existing aesthetics
and visual resources, including a discussion of views within the study area and views from surrounding
areas. The draft EIR will discuss potential construction and operational visual impacts that may result
from the project. Mitigation measures will be provided where necessary to reduce impacts associated
with the project.
Air Quality/Greenhouse Gas/Energy
The study area is located within the jurisdiction of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District
(BAAQMD). Air quality modeling will be performed in accordance with BAAQMD standards. The project
could change traffic patterns leading to a change in air pollutant emissions, primarily those that have an

effect on regional air quality. Additionally, an assessment of changed carbon monoxide concentrations
will be conducted to evaluate local air quality. Impacts from construction period and toxic air
contaminants (TACs) as it relates to sensitive receptors will be evaluated as well. Greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions will be modeled and compared to the BAAQMD standards. The analysis will include an
assessment of travel-related emissions. In accordance with Appendix F of the CEQA Guidelines,
projected electricity and natural gas usage during construction and operation will be analyzed.
Overall, the air quality/GHG/energy sections of the draft EIR will discuss the air quality setting (including
climate and topography), environmental health effects of criteria pollutants, existing air quality in the
project vicinity, the regulatory setting, and potential short-term and long-term air quality impacts.
Mitigation measures will be provided where necessary to reduce impacts associated with the project.
Biological Resources
Large portions of the study area are currently undeveloped open space lands, which have the potential
to host plants and animals that could be impacted by the project. A Biological Resources Assessment
Report will be prepared to evaluate potential significant impacts within the study area and provide
recommended mitigation measures as appropriate. The biological resources section of the draft EIR will
identify the existing biological resources and potential for the site to support special-status plant and
animal species. A wildlife ecologist and a botanist/wetlands ecologist will conduct reconnaissance-level
field surveys of the project area to document the biological conditions. This information will be gathered
for the purpose of characterizing the botanical resources and wildlife habitat values of the project site
and surrounding vicinity.
Cultural Resources
Based on a literature search and existing documentation within the study area, sensitive archaeological
resources could possibly be encountered during project construction. A Cultural Resources Assessment
Report will be prepared to evaluate potential significant impacts to sensitive resources within the study
area and provide recommended mitigation measures as appropriate.
Consultation will be conducted with existing databases of cultural resources, specifically the California
Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS), and the Northwest Information Center (NWIC) at
Sonoma State University, to identify known cultural resource sites and previous surveys in the project
area. The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) will also be contacted and consulted with about
potential traditional lands or cultural places within the City’s jurisdiction.
Geology and Soils
The study area is located within a seismically active region of California and could be subject to various
geological hazards. The Geology and Soils section of the draft EIR will discuss the possible geological
impacts and future risks associated with exposure to seismic activity and the existing soil conditions
within the study area. Mitigation measures will be identified for significant impacts, as warranted.
Hazards and Hazardous Materials
The hazards and hazardous materials section will summarize known hazardous materials conditions on
and adjacent to the study area. This section will address potential impacts associated with the transport
of hazardous materials, and other potentially hazardous conditions from project construction and
operation. The draft EIR will identify whether or not the proposed project would emit hazardous
materials and/or interfere with any emergency response plans. Mitigation measures will be identified
for significant impacts, as warranted.

Hydrology and Water Quality
Cottonwood Creek bisects the eastern portion of the project area in a southwesterly direction, and
seasonal wetlands are present in the project area. The hydrology and water quality section of the draft
EIR will document existing conditions within the study area, and determine potential water quality
impacts and flooding. The section will also address short-term construction-related effects on hydrology
and water quality, and potential long-term project-related water quality changes to stormwater
drainage and/or flooding. Mitigation measures will address any potentially significant impacts to surface
water and groundwater quality and hydrology resulting from the project.
Land Use Planning
The study area is mostly undeveloped and currently used predominantly for grazing land, but is located
adjacent to developed areas and is north of I-580. Part of the study area is planned for future
development under local planning documents. Part of the study area also is within the Airport
Protection Area and as such must comply with its policies and laws. The draft EIR will describe the
existing land uses and land use designations adjacent to and within the study area. Land use impacts
that would occur as a result of the project will be analyzed, including consistency of the project with
local planning documents. Measures will be identified for significant impacts, as warranted.
Noise and Vibration
It is anticipated that existing noise levels in the vicinity of the project alignment are dominated by traffic
traveling along I-580. Potential noise impacts will be analyzed through a Noise Monitoring Survey and
Traffic Noise Modeling. Future traffic noise levels will be predicted taking into account future traffic
volumes, lane configurations, and speeds along both I-580 and the proposed roadway extension.
Measures to reduce noise levels would be recommended where significant noise impacts resulting from
the project are identified. A technical noise and vibration report will be prepared which addresses noise
and vibration impacts.
Population and Housing
The draft EIR will describe existing housing, population, and employment conditions using the local
planning documents, US Census, and ABAG statistics to the extent feasible. The study area is
undeveloped and used predominantly for grazing land, and project does not propose any development.
However, the draft EIR will consider potential indirect growth as a result of the project. The Eastern
Dublin EIR (2002) and the Fallon Village Supplemental EIR (2005), considered and cleared future
development and growth within the general vicinity of the study area.
Public Services and Recreation
The draft EIR will draw upon the local planning documents and other available existing information to
describe existing public services that serve the study area. An evaluation of the potential for the project
to impact public services will be provided. Measures will be identified for significant impacts, as
warranted.
Transportation and Traffic
A traffic study will be conducted for the project. The draft EIR will use the traffic study and information
to describe existing conditions and evaluate potential impacts of the project. The study will consider the
existing and proposed roadway system, existing and proposed bikeway network, transit systems (bus
and commuter rail), and pedestrians. Corridor levels of service shall be determined for regional/arterial
streets. Measures will be identified for significant impacts, as warranted.

Utilities and Service Systems
The study area is undeveloped and used predominantly for grazing land, and project does not propose
any development. Although unlikely to increase demand in municipal services, the draft EIR will
consider any potential increase in demand and evaluate the impacts of the project on public services,
including utilities such as storm drains, water supply, and solid waste management. Mitigation
measures will be identified for significant impacts, as warranted.
Cumulative Impacts
Consistent with CEQA Guidelines, the draft EIR will discuss cumulative impacts of the proposed project,
addressing each topic covered in the environmental analysis.
Other CEQA Considerations
Effects Not Found to be Significant
This section will discuss those environmental issues found not to have an impact as a result of the proposed
project.
Significant and Unavoidable Environmental Effects
This section of the draft EIR will describe any significant and unavoidable impacts on the environment
that cannot be avoided or reduced to a less than significant level with the application of mitigation
measures.
Significant Irreversible Environmental Changes Which Would be Caused by the Project Should it be
Implemented
This section will summarize the major changes to the environment that would result with
implementation of the proposed project. It will focus on the physical environmental changes in the
project setting such as those caused by grading and paving, the level of commitments to use of nonrenewable resources represented by the project, and potential for secondary impacts that may place
additional burdens on non-renewable resources.
Growth Inducing Effects
As a required discussion according to CEQA Section 15126.2(d), the draft EIR will include a discussion of
growth inducing effects. The planned growth in the project area will be identified. The section will
evaluate the potential for the project to generate additional growth in the area using standard growth
analysis criteria, such as the project’s potential to foster economic or population growth or its potential to
remove obstacles to population growth through extension of infrastructure.
Project Alternatives
Under CEQA, environmental documentation must include an analysis of a reasonable range of alternatives
to the project. The alternatives will be evaluated in less detail than the proposed project, within the
same environmental topic areas listed above. Each alternative will be contrasted with the project in
terms of the extent to which project objectives and reduction in adverse impacts are achieved. The
environmentally superior alternative will be identified.
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